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*' Let God arifc, let liis -Enemies be (battered : I,e6 
tlKcnalib that hate him flee ■before him." 

*' As fmoke is driven away, fo dri'^e them away : As 
wax melteth before the S.t:, (o let the wicked 
perifti at the prefewce pt Gop." 

*< But let the righteous be glad : Let them rejoice be- 
/bre GoP, yea let them exceedingly rrjoice." 

Psalm ixviii. btginniug, 
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Y^N Motion, Ordered, That Mr. Simp- 
^-^ foil, Capt. Greenleaf, Capt. Howard^ 
Mr. Jeffries and Mr. Wendell, b^e. a Com- 
mittee to wait on the Reverend Mr. Web- 
ster, and return him the Thanks of the 
Houfe for his SERMON preached before 
the General Aflembly this Day : And de- 
fire a Gx)py for the Prefs. 

A true Extras from the Minutes. 

Atteft. 

Samuel. Freeman, Clerk, 
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ELECTION-SERMON. 



JiPoNGRATULATE the General ^JferHhlj 
h ' ' ' •-.■■Vv, ^ 

. of this State,ihis day convened in the city 
of their ancient folemnities ;— I congcatu- 
late this capital^ whom the Lord hath de- 
livered out of the hands of the enemy ;— 
I congratulate this refpeSiable audience, on 
"the liberty of meeting hefe again, with 
'ftfety oa this important anniverfary, to 
acknowledge the Lord God of our fathers, 
And -to feck his dire^ion and bicffing on 
our political affairs to be tliis day tranf- 

And 



And with the divine leaye and afliftance, 
fiiali difcourfe to you 6a thoie words of 
holy writ, wliich you may find in the 

XLV Chapter of EZEKIEL, 
part of the 8th, together with the 9th verfc, 

■— — y^nd rny princes Jhall no more opprefs 
mj people. y4nd the rejl of the landjhdl 
ik£j give to the houfe of Ifrael, accord^ 
ing to their tribes'. 

^hus faith thp Lord Gqd, let itfufflce joif. 

O princes of Ifrael ; remove violence and 

Jpoil, and execute judgment and jujlice ; 

take away jour exa^ions from my people, ^ 

faith the Lord God-, 

^'' « "t IS happy, that wc have in the 

8 holy fcriptures divine direiHiipns 

^•^ to regulate the conduft oi all 

ranks : nothing lefs than the ««- 

fhoritj ^f God czn do this, to any purpofe, 

J3«t 



[ 7 1 

■ But, when God fpcaks, before whomi 
prince and peafant ftand upon a parr, die- 
ihinks, all, from the loweft to the higheft, 
Hiuft lifl^en with a facred veneration ! 

Indeed, as God does not now direfl: his 
voice immediately to its, we mud not coun- 
terfeit it, and fay- — the Lord faith— viht%\ 
the Lord hath not fpol?en. But yet, in 
fimilar circum (lances, we may, by analogy, 
take the ancient voice of God, as directed 
to us. This is the ufe we are to make of 
a great part of the old tcftamenc. 

Let us keep this in mind and, I truft, wc 
fhall find that we are not unconcerned ia 
the words now read to you. 

They were fpokcn at a time whe« there 
was a general corruption of manners ; 
princes and people .confpiring to provokq 
God to anger, and to bring down bis 
judgments. 
fi 
And, if we look over (he prophets, we 
fhall find that the rulers were peculiarly 
guilty : the princes were become mighty 
tpprejjors : and, when foreign enemies 
attacked them, unmturallj joined, and coa- 
», fpired 
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fpire^ their ruin ! Thts was a criaie of the 
higheft nature ! For, riothing can be more^ 
aggravated than for the Jhef herds to mif-' 
lend and butcher the flock they were fet to 
defend And feed ! And ih^ guardians o^ the 
public interefls, to turn traitors ^nA affafftns 
to them that raifed them to their high pla-f 
ces. ! ~ * , 

To the princes and rulers, therefore/ 
who were too big to hear any other, the 
God of HesLveni^t'sk.% in my /<fxf, and fome 
preceeding and following verfes. ; 

Ordering, that the rulers fhoufd have a 
reafonable portion laid out round their 
cities, by the fide of the portion of the 
priejls, which was laid out by meafure. 
And then that the reft of the land, as in 
the text, fhcmld be divided among the peo^ 
pie as their inheritance. 

And then, fays God — my princes fhall 
110 more opprefs. • That is — Thus prince and 
people fliall know their own, and enjoy 
their own : Arid the princes fhall make n6 
more encroachments upon jhe peoples 
rights or poffejfions ; which' af e as facred as 
theirs. 

Thm 
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^ ThUs faith the Lord, Let itjitfficeyon O 
princes of Ifraet: remove violence andfpoil^ 
aJid execute judgment and jufiice, take avjay^ 
jour exa6f ions front my people, faith the Lbrii 
Xjod. 

A« if hie had laid — r-Who is he thak 
will not hear; when the iJord of heaved 
fpeaks ? It concerns all \he. princes and rur 
Jers of the world to liften, for God, God, I 
fay, fpeaks ! It is enough O princes a.r\Aru- 
iers and more than enough, that y« havf 
done already," ip opprefftng and abufing ihofe 
tvhbm you were bound by every tie jb J)rb' 
ie5i and make happy \ Ceafe your violence 
ihtti, make no more ^o?/ upon my jseoplc ! 
But \et jwdgmeni and jaftive be impartially 
icxecuted, that all may have the benefit of 
it : and put an i:nd to your eitravigaht ex' 
'Unions : and henceforth , Ibt taxes and tri- 

t 

bute be re^uir'd only in proportion to the 
hecefllty of the public affairs, and not td 
fupport your own luxury or defend y^Ur uA* 
Jrigbtedns tlaiin's \ 

. ■' ' . ■ C . ■■ : ' 
Now, frbm this, rulers riiay learn fome- 

ihibg' what \& the ivill of God concerning 

them J and the /"^(T^/*; foiilewhat of their 

duty to theiti. And all rnay be; led to 

^ B mourn 
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'mourn over the m'ghty' opprejfiont of the 
earth, and to pray and hope for deliverance 
in God's time. 

■■r ■ 

Let tciz therefore beg the attention of 
this honourable audience, while, in the fear 
ofGod, and with a due rcfpf^ to my nu- 
merous fuperiours, I difcourfe in the fol- 
Jowing manner, •» ^ 

Firfl.. Cmjider, very briefly the duty of 
princes and rulers to the people. 

■ adly. The duty of people to their rulers. 

Sdly. Take a brief view of the opprej/ionf 
of the rulers of the ivorld. 

4thly, Enquire, how it cc-mes to pafs that 
fuch multitudes of mankina fuffer J hem/elves 
■to be thus grievotijlj opprejs'd^ ,bj a few of 
their fellow men. 

j-thly. Conjider, how contrary this is t» 
the will of God. 

6thly. fufl hint to the people at fome 
things ^"ivhichfeem to me mqfi likely to guard 
cgaivfi tyranny in their rulers, 

Jnd 
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yfnd finally, confider, a moment, the hap' 
pinefs of mankind tvhen opprtjforsjhall ceafe, 
and they ivho rule over men (loall he jufi^ 
ruling in thefedr of God. 

I. Then, JJhall -very hriefiy confider the 
duty of princes and rulers to the people. 

Now as to old-fafhion'd rulers hack- 
ney 'd to the ways of the world, the voice 
from heaven <?ries to them to opprefs no 
more. It crieiB moft folemnly in my text. 
But as fuch rulers hear neither God nor 
man, we have no immediate bufinefs with- 
them J And God grant we never may, 

'TIs other kindofmaginrates with whom 
we have to do ; chofen by the people (as all 
lawful magiftrates are) todefend them a- 
^ainft thofc ravening wolves, which have 
been devouring them. 

And, their duty is to exert themfelvcs In 
-watching over and defending them, with 
unwearied diligence ; left they ^ive the peo^ 
pie room to fay, that power is to be trufted 
with no body, and fo are put out of con- 
ceit of air govern meat, and run into anar- 
chy and confufion, 

la 
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In tbe firfl: place, (where the donftituiiton 
\s diilblv'd) their duty is (with the afTent of 
^he people) to frame the moi^jufiand equi- 
iahk conflitution ; calculated, in the befj; 
manner which human wifddm can devifc, 
to anfwer the great and only dcfign of go- 
Yernment, the fecurity of the livesy jtiberty^ 
snd proferp of the people. 

For, though, where the magifiratfs a,nd 
^eopk are generally virtuous, the people 
iTiaj be tolerably ha^ppy' under almoft any 
^onftitution, or indeed without any. !Yc^, 
as the world is, a good conftifution is by no 
means to be djfregarded ; but is the firf^ 
foundation to be laid for the happineis o^ 
ihe people ; an;4 of great importance. 

2. The making and eftablifljing of good* 
iaws, is another jnoportant duty of theirs. 

And it is a rare happinefs indeed when 
they have it in their power to begin all a- 
new, and revi/e and correal; the whole code, 
qnd fix every thing ' on the ftable baCJs of 
perfect equity. ' ■' ' ' ■ 

, Ai^d, here-^l^ct no mart ma^?e a law, 
V/hich in the exeicife of virtue, he would, 
not willingly fubniit to. ' 
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3|. Wife and virtuous men m\m Jn th| 
pcxt pkcc be appoint-ed to every impor- 
tant office, that the laws may be fait|ifv|ily 
S^ad tmp^nhDy executed, ' 

Without this, all the laws itr the work} 
^iil anfwer.nOsgpod end i hot government 
will be defpis'd, ^nd vice and dij'order reign 
^nd rage. ' Under the beft coRftitiition, the 
'Wicked ivill walk an every Jlde, ttfhen tb^ 
vileft men are exalud. Let me therefore 
qonjure by all that is facred thofe who have 
thefe appointments iti their hands, never, 
never, to let this be feenin our land J Thefe 
]|)ints mud fu^Sce atpref^n^. And Iproceed; 



II. yli hriefiy. To ^onpder (h( datj offet^ 
U to tjoeir rulers, '' 



It feera'd meet to mcntJon the dutj^ of 
rulers jir/i, becaufc the duty of .the people 
refults from their honeft difcharge of it. 
iVnd) if the rulers grofclyncgleft .their du- 
ty, fo as to fail of anfwering the enxfo,f' 
theit inftitutibn,, efpecially if they play thfe 
tjrant zvi^ dejhoy what they were appoint- 
ed to preferve, coriiraon fcnfe teaches, and^ 
we all* agree, that they forfeit all abedience': 

ine 
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The renown'd and excellent craperQr 
Trajan order'd that the very prayers for 
him, (hould he conditional^ if he obfervet 
the laws — if he govern as ~he ought — if he 
make the people happy. The light of na- 
ture taught him this. 

And yet, we ought to confider magis- 
trates as men, and make allowance for hu- 
man frailties %r\A miflakss. And therefore, 
if they mean-honefily and in any tolerable 
mcafure anfwer the end of their advance- 
ment, efpeciaiiy if they difcharge their du- 
ty, 'Wifely and fiithfully, the people's duty 
to them cannot be difpenfed w'th, any 
more than other duties, on pain of eternal 
4amnation. 

In fuch cafes they are bound not only 
by fear of wrath, but for confcience fake'. 
For fuch an ordinance- of man is God'i ordi" 
nance alfo. 

But, depend upon it, no government it 
God's ordinance, but that which is for the 
good of mankind : it would be the groffcft 
reflexion on the divine goodnefs to fuppofc 
k! Nay, I thinkj but Tittle fiiort. of //12/; 
^hemy^i 

But, 
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But, to good rulers the people owe-*- 

1. Honor and refpeSli 'Tis abfiird td 
fuppofe the people fhould choofe thofe td 
lead.zn^ defend them, who ace not thought 
Worthy ojt thefe by the ekftors ! How ab- 
furd then to deny it ! 

2. Obedience. For the peoplfc to choofe 
men to be r»/fr/ and call them fo ; and noc 
readily obey them, when afting in charac* 
tcr, is to make themfelves contemptible. 

3. Tribvte, is due, in order to their ho^ 
norablc fupport, and to carry on the greac 
aJOPairs of government. 

As no man goeth a "warfare at his own 
charges, fo 'tis abfurd to expeft magifiratet 
to devote themfelves to the public, with- 
out an adequate reward for their importjint 
fervice. 

And, at (bme feafons, when all lies at 
ftake, it is impofflble but taxes and tribute 
muft run high. And, when neceffary^ ihey 
fhould he readily paid, unlefs they out-run 
all the benefit, which can hardly be, where 
property, liberty and lifey'zxe all at (take to- 
gether ! To tallk of expense in fuch a caf^i 

^8 
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Is io dretm. For 'till it be determined 
isvihether vye have any thing or not, whai 
Is expence to us ? 

. 4- Another duty of the people, is to dt-^ 
fend their magiflraleisl in time of danger^ 
againft all attempts of Bloody men. 

Iri titneg of daiigcrj like the prefentj 
whether we confider it or ncit, they, and 
kli other's, who go forefnojl, are pecqliai' 
inarks of the enemies i'engeance : and 
therefore every man in whofc caufe they 
aft, is bound in hmor and con/ciencB tojland 
By and die/end thein* 

And,' how- Shocking a crime, now dis- 
graceful to'huiiianity, would it be to de- 
fert thettii {ih€ mt^ hohbrahle Trefident of 
GwiCongrefs^ and oar inCompaTabJe Gene- 
ral, for eXatliple) and leave thcih to fall i 
facrifice to the fury of the fenemy ! Should 
We be^caiSable of ftich ttieannefs, we fhonld 
never deferve tO'have atiothef irieiid \ But 
1 proceed 

'{' . _ . 

IIL To take a brief 'bieiv of the oppreffioni 
^ tht rul&rs ' of the -worM, .. 
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To preteod to give a particular hiftorj? 
o( this, would be almoft the fame thing as 
:t0 give the biftorj of tbs -world, from Cain 
to Nimro'i, aad from hioi to Nci>uchiutBez- 
zar, and from him to Alexander, and from 
h\m to Juliut-Cfi/ar, and from Julius to 
Gearge I . 

Nor could any, who have the tiommon 
feelings of humanitj, bear the tragical ftory, 
without growing almoft ftiffwiEh horror ! 
For, it is almoft one continued fccneof 
cruelty , blood zn^ijl^ugiur I 

V 

Thoffe who have never felt the. weight 
of thefe oppreflions, nor enter'd much into 
the hittory of theai, can form no idea of 
■chen:i ! 

Men are, to their fliame, in general, 
too. rauch tyrants to one another. 1 wifli 
the prefent d^y were not, to the grief of 
all ^ood men, to6 much a witnefs of this, 
while we are all fuffcring together unpar- 
rallel'd oppreffions frona thg common 
Ertemy ! 

But, vile as thefe things, are, they are 
jftli as nothing compared with what has 
befio done .by ihcgrent op^rejjbrt of tkc 
C earths ' 



earth, who were entmncd with power by 
the people to defend fhem from ibe little 
•opprejfors. The fwotd of jujice was put 
into ihcir hands, but behold they foon 
tiuned it into ^fword of opprejjion ; and 
Riade ihtn littk fing-er thicker. than all their 
loins of whom the people were afrajd,. .' 

^' " And fo, 'in 2 multitude of inftances,' the 
remedy has pfov'd unfpcakably worfe than 
■; the dijeafe 1 

The bufincfsof all in power is to i^- 

■ fend {he li^es, liberties and property of the 

people : Ahd they have no other l>ufih'efs : 

And yet every one of thete have the. great 

^tyrants of the- world, invsded ! they have 

r.ot cn\y robb'd and /poifd, them of their 

property by their, violent exaiiions and by 

engaging them in needlejs 'wars,-{o gratify 

their own hi/l, ambition and avarice ! bdt 

at length role to fuch a pitch of arrogancd, 

as to claim ihc people and all they had as 

their prsperty, to be difpos'd of at their 

•pleafure, as if all the people were made 

for them and not they for ths people ! - 

One would think this was tyranny ami 

•Jlaverly cQrttpkat i — : iitid yet they 

have 



Jfave- gone ftirrfier < ftill.- va " B^ing 
intoxicac.ed with pQwer, , they have 
fometimcs buccher'.d the poor" people like 
rvaiing lions and ragir^g , bedrs, and f?r 
beyond ! They have done what thefe never > 
did ! They have burnt Towns and Cities, 
and depopulated C-nnfitHes ; which" they 
were bound to protef^: : And- tortur'd 
thofe froffl: whom they receiv'd \\\c\t poiner. 
andy»/)/»(?r/ ; and tiorn out tkHf,;Arj,t rails' 
with hellifh cruelty, fro;n whom came 
their crowns and diadems, their purpls: 
raiment and their fuptuous fare ,' 

Were it not a day in which all the man, 
muft b£ fumraon'd up in every fopl — who, 
CKiuld refrain from tears ,' . ,. . , 

It would be eafy, if the time would per-, 
tnit, to exemplify all thcfefeveral kinds of 
opprefHon, a theiufand times ;over, in the 
ei*il hiftary of .the^ world. But I- fhall, 
confine myfejf to a ftw hints from the. 
faci'ed B.ijl<ifji) that moUyMr^ .■u-'or^A ,,; , 

See then- thje fpirit oF/a tyrant in the 
^aughty vnc{^ig^ iOi Seink a J at to the king, 
of.ifracl^/'i Kijtgs, 20.J Jhy filver :^md 
i^f-goU is mine-f. -thj^yi'v^ifJiSi alp and th^ 

1,. 'I ^ qbllareuy 
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children, even the gmdtkfl, are mme. 1 

'wiilfend my fervants, a nd -whatfoever 

ispteaj'ant in thine ejes, they Jhall take away ! 
One woulcJ think this was Lucifer fon of 
the morning ! 

Look alfo into Egypt and fee how thi 
tyrant opprefs'd ihe poor Ifraelitcs^, whofe 
anccftprs had fav'd the land ! But all was 
forgottdn, and they were made the vileft 
Jlaves and drudges ! and their very groans 
and petitions (like ours) became crimes ; 
and encreasd inftcad- of lightning their 
burdens ! Tiil at length, {hocking to think 
©f, txcry male child was ordcr'd to be 
murder d- as J8pn as torn ! And they had. 
no deliverance, tiJi Heaven heard, their 
cry arid took ver.geance on their oppref- 
fors ! 

Another Inftancc yon have in the boojk 
of Efther : Where tiafnan the haughty fa- 
'voiirife ani\ prime ' mini/ter \.o Jlhafaeru-s^ 
being offended at one h(Me0 'Jeiv, (or 
■want of "a little ceremony or homage-, in 
his rage, procur'd a decree of the taf^ mo- 
narch, to make a general majfaere of his 
•whole nation : which, becaule of a fhipid 
cuftoni in that tropife, never to repeal a 

royal 
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foyal cdift, '*vas- hardly pfewnted hcmg 
put in execution ! Who cao thiuk of it 
withoat horror I 

And what a monfler was Naha/^} th« 
Ammonite; (.See i Sam. xi.) who, wberf 
the men of Jabejh Gilead offer 'd %q fubmit 
to him upon /friwj— -fcorning all terrifs-^ 
anfwer'd — On this condition ivill I make 
Covenant upitkyou,that iMajfthri^ 01^ all 
jf^ur fight eyes. 
. Can human nature he thqs dtbas 'd? 

(Was this a man. or % hiqfi ly 

The kirrgs of Babylon furmfli us with 
Another complicated inftance from iV<-» 
bachadnezzar to their fall ; at which heU 
15 rcprefented as ropycdvat their caniing'T-' 

and fiying Is this the man that made 

tha earth to trembk, that didjhake King- 
doms ? That made the -world a , ivildernefs, 
emd dejiroyed the cities thereof? And the 
whole earth is reprcfent«d as at r^y? and 
^uiet when he was dfeadj.and as breaking 
forth \r\to ftngtng. (See Kaiahxiv.) where 
this great opprefTor, thi? Lucifer fbn of th^ 
morning is moft livelil'y painted out, and in 
a manner that might well make every Tyr- 
xani on earth tremble ! 

Aaothcr 
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Another awful imlance, (and! the laft 
lih^ll met>rion) is that of the cruel and 
bloody Herod, [Mat. i'i.) who murder'd 
all the little innocents of Bethlehem and 
^t cmfls adjacent, ill a ^fo^ jealoujy and 
rbge ! which fecms to be the utmoft that 
human nature is capable of \ But I mu(^ 
forbear — and proceed,- 

t ' r n » . . . ^ , ■ I , . , - 

IV. ^6 covjider, a: moment, how it- 
comes to pafs, that fuch multitudes of man- 
kiridfuffer themjelves to be thus grievoujlj- 
opprefs'd byafevf of thtir fello'W-men.' ; 

■ Tliaf-fo many millions of men 'i\\ over 
the^wdrld fhould be brought into bondage 
tboUe or to a Jen/ ; and kept under it after, 
they 'have eriduf'd every infull; abufe and 
iorment, which man'' can infllft ; if the fa^ 
was not notorious, would fcem abfolutely 
Incredible I . „ 

No man denies^ bat that originalty all 
iwfjre equal lyyr<?f.' Men did not ^//rc^^jy^, 
theiryr^'^c/ow, nor was it xhe. grant of kings^ 
inor from charter, covenant, or mmpaSi', 
nor in any proper f^fifc fro*n man : But 
from Go^. They vftxcbornjree. 
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.' Bat, hQhdtd, ^n rreign'J-md diftid-b'J 
the peace of men : And./' hen tyrants 
prefently began- xo reign aifo :« Like auc 
!eloathing they ave the mark of loft inno 
.cence. . The people trufting too much poiu- 
er ia Uie.ba>nds of fome to defend them, 
they prefently ufed it to opprejs tl^cta. jii 

•(J'iSo Iong7as*men irertK-y/l'/Kowv they cr- 
Jther-had.noVulcrs, or choft. t\rt"wi/e. anii 
■gdod. But. either thefe degenerated, .being 
\intoxicated with too much power ;-or the 
people, were .governed by their Juffs dn 
choofing, and chofe bad men : And then 
,what wonder Time thitfe prov'd tytzmtsv^ndi 
^overn!di by theirO\lufts. ^ ,..i - ' .<^B 

To trace this a little more particularly. 

GroCs ignorance inii j/Io:th in the peo- 
rpkmuftJay the foundation. I^opani^h 
■as much the motbev t^Jlave^ry as o^ popijjo 

idevothit. ''•'ii'.l SuAii -.ri • './' (.. •» 

!^i If the body of the people become fo 
ignorant as not to know the bounds of the 
magiflrates lavjful authority or their own 

jufi rights, how eafily may the prerogative 

■be /iretch'J, iad the people's rights inna- 

vded 111 

-:n . Or 
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Or, if, when the magrftrates are chofen, 
they are loo^aggi/h to atteHcl the choice, 
)6rkeef> lio careful wa^c A over thofe that 
■are in power, or, thro' inexcufeable indo' 
lence, wiH not exert themfdves till 'tis ton 
liie ; who can wonder at this cvirs creep'- 

Again. A\\ initmfemme, Siriditkhdbcb' 
ery lead to this. ' For they foon eat oiit 
the heart , the jirengtk, the courage of a 
people ; and fo prepare them to fallapffey 
to thofe who will invade their rights. 

iCimei^mfs aJfo, it is eertain, has had, 
and ftill has, a grtM hand in diis great 
evil. 

Soma choolfi a Ify/VJH/ becaufe they Want 
■p^s under him, in which they may fhare 
with him iti f^ and luxury. Or they arc 
dire(^ly hrib'd to pqt thofe into authority 
who buy them, becaufe they defign to TeU 
them again. And when the people are fo 
covetous und venal as to fell themftlves 
firft, how can they wonder. if they are put 
to fale again by thofe who bought thetja ? 
When therefore this kind of bribery be- 
comes common, if v*'? had not fo many 
;k^X.. examples 
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examples in the hiftory of the world td 
prove it, our reafon would teach us that 
flavery and ruin mufl: be at the door. • 

Further, this great evil is partly owing to 
the craft and Jubtiltj ufed by thofe inpower. 

Tower, efpecially over-grown power, 
whets the ambition and fets all the w.itts 
\o work to enlarge it. And therefore 
encroachments on the people's liberties are 
not generally made all at once, but fo 
gradually as hardly to be perceived by the 
lefs watchful ; and all plaiftered over, ic 
may be, with fuch plaufible pretences, 
that before they are aware oi ,xh^ fnare, 
they are taken and cannot didntangle 
them Pelves. 

Thefe, thcfe, no doubt are the rooh of 
this great evil ; not to mention conquejls 
made by force upon an inofTenfive peo- 
ple, which, I am clear gives no right 3 
but yet again ft which there is at prefenc 
no remedy but force. 

But, it may be a&ed-— — Why don'c 
the multitude rife znAJhake off the yoke, 
when they find it intolerable \ The anf^ 
wet is eafy — % 

D' Tyrants 
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Tyrants always fupport themfelve^ 
with Jianding armies ! And if pbf- 
fible the people are difarmed, or befurc 
xhc niilitia r\tg\t6\cA and kept low, and 
the chief ruler at the head of all the mili* 
tary force. And, when it Is come to this, 
it is extremely difficult for them to unite 
in fufEcient bodies to effeft their deliver- 
ance. But, if they would unite, nothings 
nothing, could ftand before theai. So 
that in a word the want ofuniotty the "want 
of union, is the ruin of the world. For 
want of this thofe noble fpirits who would 
rifque all to be free, are forced to fit- down 
in chains ! 

Vv^hcn therefore we fee in a ttanner, 
the .w.hole world, except thefe American 
States, groaning under the moft abjeft 
Jlavery, with fo few fuccejsful attempts to 
deliver themfelyes, how jiupid muft we 
be, if we do not exert ourfefves to the ut- 
moft to faVe oarfclves from falling into 
this remedilejs eftate, this bottomlefs gulf 
of mifery. 

But I muft not enlarge. But proceed, 

V. To covJideTi hoiv contrarj this is td 
th vjiil of God. 

Now 



Mow a little attention to the m^urf of 
God, and to his revealed ■will, may fully 
fatisfy us that it is the abominable thing 
which his foul hatcth. 

It may fuffice to c'onfider his' holinejs 
and goodnefs. Can his kiolinefs poffibly 
approve ol opprejjton and murdtrs, which. 
are the groffeft fins of men ? Can it fee 
millions and millions butchered by thefc 
^logd)/ men without indignation ? Impoflible ! 

And as to K\s goodnefs, who will under- 
take to reconcile the approbation of human 
mifery and butchery with this divine per- 
feftion ? ^here is none good, but one ; 
fays Chrifl-, and that is God : And yet 
no ni^n of common benevolence can think 
pf this withoqt abhorrence i Hqw then 
muft our heavenly Father abhor jt | 
And, revelation abandantly confirms it. 

i 

When God gave a moM qf government 
to Yns favourite people, he contrived it, 
with excjuifite art, to guard iga.\ntt.tyrannj 
and opprejfton ; and laid the moll perfeft 
foundation, which was ever laid, for red 
9.TiA perpetual freedom. This, I think, muft 
t^e cleair to, every judicious eye who fhalj, 
take a thoro' view of jt, which 1 have not 
fiQvv tjme fof. But';-*' 



>• Bat one thing I would juft mention^ 

^vhich, fo far as I know, is peculiar to thai 

divine model of government — And that 

is — That by forbidding ufury and evefi 

,inlerefi ujfliH tnoney lent to the poor, and 

appointing ihtyear oj "Jubilee, when botl^ 

Jsrvants and lands were to be releafed^ 

Jlavery was direftly prevented, and remote- 

Jjy all tjrannj and opprejjion. 

And, had not it been for the Jews mad- 
nefs in infifting to have their wj;^ and hap- 
py government changed into a monarchy, I 
am perfuaded, the world would have feen 
more of the excellency of that divine con- 
flitution by ihe/ruits. 

I need only add, that no^^w is, fpokeri 
of with more deteftation, from one end 
of the bible to the other, than opprejfion, 
or mare awfully threatned. Ani -wieked 
rulers are compared lofierce and ravenous 
heaflSfXix to bulls otBlaJhan, roaring lions and 
raging, bears, ,&c. (See Amos iv. i. and 
Prov. xxviii. ij*, i6.} So' that 1 need noc 
enlarge, ,,bm proceed, 

VI.' "Jnjl to'hint to the people at fenw 
things -which Jeem to me moji likely to guard 
(!^ainfi tyranny in their rulers. 

Now 
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No^ if t may; witho^ur! prefumptioo; 
fhew my opinion, in a matter to tnuch 
above rae. i would fay — 

1. Let the jpebple by all means en- 
courage fchools and coUeget, and all the 
means of learning and knoTvledge, if they 
would guard again (I yZrtf/r)'. For ^ wife^ 
a knowing and a //^rwi;^' people, are the ksfl: 
likely of any in the world td be enflavedJ 

2. Let them do all in their power xp 
fupprefs vice and promote religion and vir- 
tue, for, beGdes their natural efficacy, I 
am perfuaded no people were ever yet g-ive'a 
up t?y Qod Ks^Jla-ocry, trll.they had firft 
given ihemfelves up tp -iuiekednefs, 

3. Letbnly hien of w/i?^rz/>' b^^'tn'truf- 
ted by you with any power. I think pow- 
er .is much ' fafcr in their hands than in 
men oi greflter abilities, but. who arc want- 
ing in this alTcntial point.\ !,,. 

'4. Let 'not too mvc'h power hzixw^iA \n 
the hands of any. It may hurt them, and 
then they may hurt the -public. Or if ic 
fecm necej]'iry.\n ibme critic,ai time {like 
the prcfent^ to lodge great power in fojpc 
■ hqnd or hands, let ic be for ^'limited iime^ 

and 
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and the power renewed amuallj, if therp 
is occaHon, 

5. Let eleftions of -the Legi/lators be 
frequent; 2iU^\ct briberj and Corruption, 

be. guarded againft to the uttnofl:. Me- 
thinks, thofe who are gulhy of thefe fhould 
be forever rendered incapable of any place 
pfpoTver or trufi ; and this by a, fqn'da,- 
mcntal law of the conftitution. 

6. Let the v^'d'tia be kept under the 
teft regulation, and be mdidt. refpeBabk. 
This will be a great fecurity a gre^t many 
ways. 

7. het ^andlng armies be only for tte- 
cejftty and for a limited time. For, wheq 
corrupted, they have been the rtjiq of m^-. 
ny a country's libertj. 

8. Let thefe armies never be put under 
the abfolute power of any magiflrate in 
time of peace, fo as to aEi in any caufe, 
till that eaufeXz approved by iht/enate an4 
people. 

9; Let monopolies,^ and al! kinds and 
degrees of opprejjion be carefpliy guarded 
Bgainft. They are dangerous to \)\t peace 

of 
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bf a people, and they are dangerous 
t& their liberties ! I am riiiftaken if the 
prefcnt time docs not prove It. 

■ I o. Let a careful watch be kept, and If 
any is found grofsly^ and notorioujlj exceed* 
ing ihe limits of his power, methiaks, ic 
ihould be a ftanding invariable rule- never 
to truft him with any powdr more. 

Finally, Let ihepa-wers and preroga* 
lives of the rulers and the rights and />n- 
viledges of the people, be determined with 
as much precifion as poffible, that all may 
know their limiis. And where there is 
any difpute, let nothing' be done, till it is 
fettled by the people, who are the foun-^ 
tain of power. 

Butl forbear, and fubmic thefc hints— ' 
which I only offer to confideration, as a 
friend to h'&erlj & to mankind.'; And I haften, 

Laftly, To confider a moment the hap' 
pinefs of mankind, -when oppreffhrs Jhall 
ceafe, and th^ey ivho rult over men arejufl^ 
"ruling in the fear of God. . 

That fuch an happy day 'fhould come 
to Ms people, feems to be proraifed by God, 

in 
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in tl^e Text. And it; fecpps promifed to ^ 
the worhf in {nany pqjjtjges, (which 1 bay§ 
not now time to incntisii.) And, who that 
fees the prcfent mclancholly, ftate of the 
worldi bat muft ''zyj/^ and pray ^fid even 
/M^y^r the glorious day. For, then the. 
moft perfect: models of government, will 
he. adopted, when, I donbt not, more 
regard vvill be had tothe ;fpirit of the <^i-; 
"vhie model given to Ijrdel than ever yet 
has been. And then & juft and equitable 
body of laws will be framed, which call 
Qpprefs no man, except by accident 2 
Hvhich laiMs (wich'great deference to thofe 
before whom I fpeak) at Ica't the funda- 
mental ones, methinks, fiiOuWh^atl means 
he plam-a.'n^ conc'ife as poflfble ; or they 
cannot in reafon be binditig on the body 
ef tliG. people : for they ca,nnpt know 
ihcffl.'" ■''■'■ ' ''■ 

Agalh. The Tvi/eji and ^1?^ men will' 
be appointed to fill every departmctit : and 
fo none will hurt or deftroy ; 'inotence and 
opprejfion ■will ceafe ; their qffic^ers -will be 
'peace in^ their exaSlors righteoufnefs. 
And ^(^juftice zuA judgment will run down 
the ftrpets as.a river in ari uninterrupted 

courfe, 
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poarfe, , and ' right eoufnefs be as the wavti 
of the ilea) Jnccejfive undperpeiital. 

And, then, O happy day, every man 
will enjoy the frecdotn of a man, eat the, 
Jruit of his labour, and lie down and rife 
up and walk by the "way, and have none 
to diflwrb him. or make' him tifr-aid. In 
a vi'ord, the people will feel ihemfet'Ve& 
happy, and fo cannot fail to honor their 
rulers, and pay thera tribute, and difcharge 
iheir whole duty to them- Flor a people 
made happy .by their rulers, can never, I 
believe, be raifed into a general tumulc 
againft them, or grofsly ncgleft their duty 

to them. ,1 

*» . . ' 

' ' .V 

- But, the tiifte would fail me to expati- 
ate ; and if you live to fee this glorious 
day,: you will not want to have it defcrib- 
ed. . • 

. I -fhail conclude with fome Addreffes', 

And, I. To ^t General AJfembljt this 
day convened. 

*' ' Honoured civil Fathers y 

We rejpi^e that we yet .fee pur rulers/ 

at a time when, our enemies prpphefied wc 

ihould be a|{I anarchy and confujion. ' And 

£ that . 
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ihat we fee no caufe to addrefs you In tht 
language of the ^texc : But may without 
flattery fay, we fee the day when (humati 
frailties exceptedjour officers &re peace ind 
oux excMors righteoufnefi : And we rejoice 
in the government over us. 



< ' There arc thofe, I am fertfible, who 
keep up their claim of authority over us, 
under whom ysefuffer^ed ixich unexampled 
^pprejjims and mijeries as made their yoke 
intolerable ! AbH they are ftili like the 
roaring lim and raging hear 1 

The words of my text might with great 
propriety be fGi^nded in their cars. Thus 
faith the Lord, Let it fuffice you, O 
princes, remove violence andjpoit, and exe- 
cKte judgment and jujlice, take a-wqp 
your axaSiions from mj -people, fakjj the 
Lord God. > 

But alas, alas, tbey are deaf to the uni- 
ted voice of this oppreflTed latid — They 

are deaf to- the voice bi God himfelf. r 

And therefore the united voice or the land 

hath faid What portion have ive in the 

Kim of the Tfles ? What inheritance in /he 
iemd of Hur fore fathers F See to thine own 
boufe, thou great opprejfor ! 

And 



[ 35- '1 * 

'' Arid to you now^ O 'dm', civil Faiherr} 
we look under God, to defend us againfF 
their bloody defigns. We Mu/h and 
mourn that any are tofottijh and abandon-- 
ed,as to countcraft you in your endeaveurs 
to fave the land ! who reera to defire to. 
return back to JEgyft and to bondage, and 
to be r«ady to take their butchers for their 
guardians^ and their murd^rert for their 
f^TQteSidrs ! 

But, thefc notwithftanding, the union Is 
glorious ; and one would think the un- 
heard of barbarity of the enemy mull: bid 
fair to wake it more compleat. 

Be tiot therefore dVfmayed ; but do your 
Wtmoft, we entreat you, to defend the land, 
and reftore it's tranquility : And, in a word, 
to nSake the people "wije^ virtudus and hap- 
py : And, affuredly, all getverations wiU 
ijien rife up and call youiblejfed. 

And as to the affairs of this day, fuiFer 
lae to entreat every one concerned, to 
confider the ^r^a/ importance of a ivife 
and good choice at this crifis of our affairs ; 
and therefore do nothing by partiality/ 
but in ihefear of God, and with a fingl© 
6V€ to bis glory afid the bcft fcrviceof this 

bleeding 
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fcicedlng land ! But, what am I. fayifig ? 
"When we arc all embafked in one common 
caufc, and that the moft important that 
ever any people were engaged in, and alb 
lies at ftake, fure we may fpare our words 
and leave this matter with all fafety in 
your hand — you cannot be wanting. 
Forgive me that I have fpoken.' Wifhing 
ji)»« therefore,- and the Hmora&k Council 
to be elefted, the divine prefencfe, direftion 
aod hlejfmg this day and. evermore^ with .all 
due refpeft, I take my leave of you. But 
may we meet at laft in a better world, 
' where the wicked ceafc from troubling and 
.the weary are at reft ! 

■' 2. let me addrefs myfelf, in a few 
words, to this Capital, 

Your pafl: diflrejjed Jttuation, yoiir almo/i 
miraculous prefervation and deliverance, ex- 
torts this from me, otjt of the ufual mode. 

Search, I priy you, and fee wherefore it 
, was that theLord hath dealt thus with you." 

1 know indeed, that your fofwardnefs., 
in the public caufc was what provoked the 
enemy : But fee, I befecch you whaf it. 
was that provoked God to fuffer it. And. 
'amend what is amifs. 

And 
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Arid be very thankful to God fbr 'f(> 
wonderful a deliveiance, and rentier unto 
him according to the mighty benefits re- 
ceived. 

Upon thciivhole, adopt I pday you the 
Ignguage of Ezra, {Ezrc^ ix. 13,14) y^nd 
after all that is conje upon v,s-^f&t%3ig that 
thou our God haji punifhed us le/s than 
oUr iniquities dejerve, and haft given ax 
Juch deliverance as this, fhould we again 
break thy commandments, — ■xvould'efi thou 
not be pngrj with us till thou hadft eonjumed 
ui,fo that there Jhould b£ no remnant nor 
ejcaping. 

Gar earned wifh arid prqyer is, that 
this capital may ever lead in ail virtue ^ 
and be preferved and hleffed, and made ia 
all fefpcfts the glory-x)f this lasirf. 

Finally. Let me in a few vj oxds addrefr 
this .whole peaple. : 

O my brethren, Gq6\ judgments are nov?; 
t^hroad in all the land, and he juftly cxpcfls 
that we learn right eoufnefs : How mclan- 
cholly is it tha,t vve fee no more of it ! 
^anyjiref/gbingznd crying fpr rbp abo-. 
jpinations which arc yet four?,d in the 
xnidft of OS ;-and particularly for the pri- 
vate opprefftons oi it. No- 
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.Nothing:/, nothing <r<3« bCy more tin* 
feeroly than to opprefs one another, whila 
we are all groaning under public opprefs 
Jtons of the enemy^ and crying to God and 
man for help ! Banijh it, ban't/h it, from 
the land, I pray you. On my knees 
would I g'adly beg this of you, could X 
hepe thereby to prevail. 

And let there be no ftrifcj I pray you, 
tetween town and country, for we are all 
brethren, members oi one body. And 
neither can fay — I have no need of you, 

Blefled be God, there is a fufficiency in 
the land, of the nexeflaries of life ; and 
-if foraebody is not wanting, all the poor 
may be fupplied. , And as to many, if not 
moft, foreign articles of great importance, 
there is undoubtedly a conHderable fup- 
ply. How then conaes it to pafs, that 
foch mutual jealouHes ihould arife, as to 
make an artificial fcarcity where we al[ 
know there is none ? For Gods lake, don't 
let us counterfeit a fcarcity left he bring % 
real one ! But, let ta-wn and country open 
their Stores and their hands, and, to the 
ijtmoft of their power, fupply each other ; 
for the continuance cf ^his ftrife will be 
very difhonourablc ro both, and be very 
hurtful, if not ruinous, to the common 
cadfe ! A 
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A little conde/eentlon and good-nature, 
on both fides, would eafily fet all to rightSii 
And they who go foreraoft in reftifying 
this matter, will be the moft homrahk, 
let who would begin ic. 

, And, as all depends upon the divine 
prefence and bl^ng^ let us do our utmoft 
to engage them by earnefl: prayer and fup- 
plication ; yea and by turning, every one 
from his evil way and from the violence 
that is in his hands (as the king of Nine- 
veh well cxpreffed it) ivho knows but 
the Lord will think upon us for good, that 
'we perifh not ? Yea more, I doubt not^ 
that upon this the Lord will be with us 
and maintain our righteous cau/e, agatnft 
an ungodly nation. >' 

We have feen abundance of the goodnefi 
«/* GoJ already, amid ft all ©ur calamities. 
i\nd our enemies have been many a time 
difdppointed, andyrff//«J,and gnaflied thefr 
tjeetb» Give God the glory of all his falh 
vations. 

And let the counfcl of the Lord be ac- 
ceptable to the land : And lee them whol- 
ly break off their fins by righteoufnefs , and 
their iniquities b^Jhewin^r mercj to the 

poor 
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f^r ; sfnd I have no doubt k will be'the 
rejloring and lengthmUg out of our tran- 
quillity ; vjEi, and that our land, will, ere 
lpf)g',:bcc.ortt;e ap ajylum, ot place of refuge i, 
to all the perfecutedyo^/ of Liberty, in ever 
ry part of ^he globe, and be filled with 
wfeand happy men, afnd become the Joy, 
If not f;nry, of aili the earth. ; 



,And, thatitmay.be fo, in God's time, 
■Let me entreat yt)u dcvputly to join with 
TOe in a prayer for our land, taken from a 
divine model, in the S^dpfalm : The fpirit 
of which, atid every priiacipal thought, f 
^jave carefully, tran^ferried to ourfeIves,only 
varyirig the iiames-arfd a'few other things 
|)eculiar to t^eijt :/A prayer which points 
out fo many particulars jn our cafe thij 
day ; that it might almoft feem to have 
been prophetically compofed for us. 

rr. O thou fupreme Jehpvah, who ruled in 
Heaven and cirth, and canft at all times dcj 
thy pleafore,.even wjth a words fpeajk'in^. 

Appear now for us, we carneftly befeech 
-thpcj'ih this cfey of 6ur diftrefs, when\ in- 
vaded by a cruel and blood- tbirfty enemy; 
who are come with a.defig,n to reduce us 
\jo77iia;frj> or dcfolation. . .. ,^ 

'^r" ^ Thev 



. They are thine enemies m tfijs tbinp as 
well as ours, being come in a moft unrighte- 
ous cau/e, wichoujc any pjovocaiiion, to jufr 
tify this outrage. 

And yet they make a noiji and a tuwuH 
like the waves of iht/ea on which they 
come; and, proudly boaft that they are" 
come with ftrength enough to^ crufti us: 
And they even moek'our depehdance on thee^ 
to fave us ! 

Keep Hot thoujilence, hold not thy peace, 
fit not fliU, O God, and fee us perifh ; but 
arife for our help ; and let thy all-powef^ 
ful word defend us ; that the proud may 
know that they are but men, and that God 
is with us, againH; whom they have no 
power. 

We know they have had long confulta' 
tions againfl us, and laid their plan with 
all the depth o^fubtiltj and crafty •wijdom, 
againd this thy peoplie, whosi thou haft 
fo long and fo wonderfully defended, as an 
hidden treafure, or as the apple of thine 
fcye. 

They have faid— If they will not be our 
fervants and bond men, and iuffer us to do 
•what we pleafe with- them,— —Come, let 
F us 
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p« gattier a mighty Force from all nations; 
far and nciar, who will lend us aid, and 
let us burn their - /etf«x and cities,, and 
inake their land a defolaticn ! 

Arid, behold, they are even now lea-, 
gued together, even many nations, befides 
our furious brethren the Britons, who are 
principals in this war ; and have begun 
the moft dcfperate attacks upon us in va- 
rious parts of the land. And, Unlefs God 
mercifully interpofe and-pr.evecit it, nothing 
but blood AU^ /laughter are to be expec- 
ted ! 

And, notwithflanding all our wariilce 
preparations, we dare not depend on an 
arm of flelh, to fave us ! O that the battle 
roight be the Lords and not ours ! 

To this end therefore we pray 

uiwake, O Lord, for our help, and come 
and fave us ! Aivake, OLord, as in ancient 
times ! Do unto them, O Lord, if it be 
thy will, as thou didflunto the M?i^M«z/(rj 
and their confederates, and to Sijera and 
to "Jabin, when thcy^ ^unjuftiy and without 
provocation, invaded thy people : And 
'make their' /o/^d^j and nobles ;'and great 
commanderl, likie Oreb and Zeeb, and" lik^ 
Zeba and Zalmunna, Tho' 
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Tho' thefe angry breihren prbfefs ta 
•worfhip'lhe wme God vvhh us, yet. be- 
caufe it is rn ^'fome-what of a different 

mode, they feern to have fald Come 

ht US, take the houfes of God in pf^^priy 
accordingly they have vented a. peculiar 
ffite againft the houfes of God ; defaced 
and dejiled\\\y holy and beautiful fanftua- 
ries, w^ere our fathers worfhipped thee, 
turning the'm into houfes of mtrchandife 
and receptacles for beqjis ; and fome oF 
them, they have torn in pieces and burned 
with fire 
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What^hoiy indignation ought, to arife 
rn our breads on this bccafion ! And will,, 
not God alfo be angry at fuch barbarouf 
profanity and impiety I- Surely thou will 
not hold t^hem guiltlefs, who thus roock 
thee, and bid defiance to heaven as well as 
fo us ! 

Therefoj-e wehumbly pray — That thou 
wilt hedge up their way. and- not fufTer 
them to proceed and pro/per. Bur, put 
then) iO'?i)g\\ifp£edil;f,- if it be thine holyi 
will, and make, them' run as faftas a -wheel 
downwards, ox\%Jlubble or chaff 'vi driveii 
before a 'iViUOxit, ivhirl'wind \ And, as th^ 
//•^confumcs the -wood, arid fome times | 

lays 



lays wafte vfho]e forefis on the moantatrtt, 
fo let them be laid wa/Ie and confumed, if, 
tbey obftinately perfift in their bloody, 
dci(igns agaittH: us. 

Lordj r%\{e t dreadful tempefl to affright 
them, and let thy tremendous ftdrms make 
them q-uake with fear ; and purfue them 
with thine arrows, till they are either de- 
ftroyed, of brought to fee that Qodls wifli 
us of a truth and fighteth for us, and fo 
return to their own lands, covered with 
fhame and confttfion ; aiid humble theai- 
felves before theCj, and fcek to a'ppeafe thine 
anger, by a bitter repentance "for their 
murderous defigns ! And let them have 
neither credit nor courage, to come out 
any more againft us. 

That fo all the nations feeing thy 
mighty power and thy marvellous works, 
may no more call themfelves7^/)r^7«/? ; but 
know and acknowledge, that thou art 
Crod alone, the only Supreme Governor 
among men, doing whatever pleafeth thce< 

And fo let thy glorious name be mag- 
ni6ed in all the earth till time ihall be no 
more ! And, let all the people fay, Aj^/lbh 
and Amen ! 
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